








Keep America Beautiful’s Great American 

Cleanup, the nation’s largest community 

improvement program, takes place annually from 

March 1st through May 31st.  Nearly 4 million 

volunteers working on behalf of thousands of 

local organizations, put in 5.7 million volunteer 

hours making their communities cleaner, greener 

and safer. Activities included beautifying parks 

and recreation areas, cleaning seashores and 

waterways, handling recycling collections, 

picking up litter, planting trees and flowers, and 

conducting educational programs and litter-free 

events.

Great job volunteers

Great American Cleanup Results 
for Keep Orlando Beautiful:

•	 658 volunteers
•	 1,547 volunteer hours 
•	 16 events
•	 11, 117 pounds of litter, debris 

and bulky waste collected

Great American Cleanup



In October of 2009, Keep Orlando Beautiful was 

awarded a $10,000  Think Green Grant from 

Waste Management.  One of only fifteen grants 

distributed throughout the United States, KOB 

used the funds to develop an event recycling 

program titled, Recycle Orlando.  KOB has 

made a recycling kit available for use at events.  

Clear Stream recycling racks, rack transporters, 

educational pieces, bags, gloves, and aprons 

are all contained in a pull behind trailer to make 

recycling easy for event coordinators.  

Orlando event goers started requesting that 

recycling become available since so many 

bottles and aluminum waste is generated 

at events.  Now with this program in place, 

patrons can recycle and KOB makes it easy 

for event promoters to make it available 

and successful.  The trailer and supplies are 

available at no cost, but there is a suggested 

donation depending on the size of the event and 

possible hauling charges.  The only reoccurring 

cost is for bags.  The City’s Solid Waste Division 

assists with hauling the recyclables and the 

City’s Park’s and Street’s Division helps with 

maintaining the racks when their staff is 

available and at City sponsored events.  It is up 

to the event company or organization putting on 

the event to handle the recycling.  KOB offers 

Recycle Orlando

12 tons of recyclables were collected 
from events through Recycle Orlando

training and guidelines to staff or volunteers 

in order to make it successful.  Reservation 

forms and detailed information 

is available on KOB’s website at 

cityoforlando.net/kob.



We are living in a time where electronic devices are 

ever changing and become obsolete or wear out at an 

overwhelming rate. The constant demand for better, improved 

technology has made it so they reach the end of their useful 

lives very quickly.  As a result, the question of what to do with 

the electronics has become a global issue.   Disposal is not 

the answer, they should be handled properly by responsible 

recycling companies or agencies rather than being sent to a 

waste disposal company. 

Keep Orlando Beautiful held its second annual electronic 

waste collection on Saturday, June 12th, 2010 from 9am 

to 1pm in order to give City of Orlando residents an easy 

and convenient way to recycle their electronics, as well as 

promote the importance of doing so.  KOB partnered with 

Creative Recycling Services (CRS).  Residents simply dropped off their electronics at the park.  It 

was done in an assembly line fashion and CRS unloaded all the waste and separated them into bins 

for recycling.  Residents did not even have to get out of their car! Over 400 carloads delivered 14.2 

tons of electronics in just four hours.  Everything from tube TV’s, computers, monitors, cell phones 

and home office equipment completely filled the semi tractor trailer truck, which was driven back to 

Tampa.  At the CRS facility, all electronics were either refurbished for reuse or used for their parts.  

As an added bonus and incentive for those residents doing the right thing by recycling electronics, 

KOB also partnered with Waste Management (WM).  WM donated a brand new Dell laptop computer.  

As residents drove in, they were handed an entry card to place in the drawing.  Fred from College 

Park was the lucky winner.  Congratulations Fred and thank you Waste Management!  KOB will 

continue to provide this service for residents.  Look for our event in June of 2011!

Electronic waste collection

Over 400 carloads brought 14.2 tons of 
electronics in just 4 hours!



In partnership with several City Departments and outside organizations, and in particular Green Up 

Orlando, KOB coordinated hundreds of volunteers who worked on thirteen beautification projects 

throughout the year.  Part of KOB’s, along with Keep America Beautiful’s mission, revolves around 

a core belief that beauty is a silent but powerful force that makes communities safer, healthier and 

more livable.  Citizens, government and businesses uniting to create better communities are key.  

We know that when a community and its residents unite with beautification as a common purpose, 

transformations occur not only in the physical surroundings, but in the hearts and minds of everyone 

involved. 

One event in particular that meets this mission and philosophy is the Seedling for Civil Rights event 

held every year on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.  KOB has been privileged to be part of this important 

event for the last few years.  Green Up Orlando and the City’s MLK Commission, with KOB’s help, 

coordinates this amazing effort to beautify and bring together communities within Orlando that are 

less fortunate.  2010’s event was held in the Callahan Neighborhood, centrally located within the 

City of Orlando.  432 volunteers made up of all races and ages, came together for three hours and 

removed 4.6 tons of litter and debris, planted 25 trees, repainted fences and curbs, removed graffiti, 

re-mulched a neighborhood school’s playground (Nap Ford), and celebrated the spirit and mission of 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.   Social services were on site to restore rights, provide positive guidance 

and inform residents of free services.

In addition, beautification efforts went on throughout the year in the Downtown South, Ivanhoe 

Village, and Audubon Park Main Street Districts.  UPS returned to Southport Park to trim trees.  

The Florida Chapter of Future Farmers of America helped trim up trees along Clear Lake.   Florida 

Hospital Church also trimmed overgrown areas around the Northwest Community Center.  Children 

in need of work ordered community service hours removed mold along a neighborhood wall.  

Residents of Windsor Cove Apartments, along with the Orlando Police Department, spruced up their 

right of ways by adding fresh mulch.  

Beautification

“Life’s most persistent and urgent 
question is, ‘What are you doing for 
others?’”  - Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.



Unique to Keep Orlando Beautiful is the School Environmental Club program, 

which was initiated in 1988 to promote environmental citizenship in kindergarten 

through eighth grade, and now high school students.  Clubs meet monthly to 

participate in litter prevention, waste reduction, and beautification efforts.  A 

display of their projects is exhibited at the Central Florida Fair each year.  1st, 

2nd, 3rd, and an honorable mention are awarded prize ribbons and cash 

prizes.  For the 2009/2010 school year, the Clubs were asked to create a fun 

environmental education game.  

Central Florida Fair Displays:  
1st Place:  Dommerich Elementary School (Mr. LeFebvre)

2nd Place:  Rock Lake Elementary School (Mr. Giles)

3rd Place:  Oakshire Elementary School (Mrs. Suarez)

Honorable Mention:  Sunrise Elementary School (Mrs.LaChance)

This year, clubs that fulfilled all the requirements were treated to free tickets to 

the Central Florida Fair and were placed in a drawing to receive a free education 

trip to SeaWorld Orlando!  SeaWorld donated the trip and is a proud sponsor 

of the School Environmental Club program.  Thank you students and SeaWorld!  

Oakshire Elementary School was this year’s winner.  

Also as part of the Club, KOB awards $250 grants to deserving schools for 

beautifying or coming up with an idea to improve recycling or making their 

campus litter free.  This year’s grant recipients include Audubon Park (Ms. 

O’Connor), Lake Silver (Mrs. Daniel), Oakshire (Mrs. Suarez), Rock Lake (Mr. 

Giles) and Sunrise Elementary Schools (Mrs. LaChance).  Congratulations!

KOB offers free presentations to schools on litter prevention, waste reduction 

and recycling.  Ashli Conrad is KOB’s educational specialist.  She delivers a 

fun, interactive learning experience.  KOB also has a partnership with the City’s 

Stormwater Utility Section.  Katie Kulbaba delivers a variety of educational 

presentations and hands on learning workshops for students of all ages.  Her 

presentations focus on taking care of our lakes and surface water.

School Environmental Club program

Thank you Mrs. Suarez and The Green Oakies!



Awards/Grants

•	 Keep America Beautiful Presidents 
Circle Award

•	 $13,578  Grant from the Florida 
Department of Transportation

•	 $10,000  Waste Management 
Think Green Grant

•	 $3,000 Cigarette Litter Prevention 
Grants

In-Kind Donations 
•	 $12,019 for Great American 

Cleanup supplies (GLAD and 
Keep America Beautiful), 
CXR-Radio--space and tent at 
WMMO concerts, food, snacks, 
water for volunteers, tools and 
services donated from a variety 
of individual volunteers, civic 
organizations, and businesses

•	 $1500 from SeaWorld for winning 
School Environmental Club 
Education Experience

•	 $500 Central Florida Fair
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Thank You
Volunteers
(The reporting period for 
Keep America Beautiful is 
July 1st, 2009-June 30th, 2010)

•	 103 Events

•	 2,543 volunteers and 
court ordered community 
service workers

•	 7,293 volunteer and court 
ordered community 
service hours

•	 16.3 tons of litter and 
debris collected

•	 20.1 tons of materials 
recycled (includes 
electronics and all other)

•	 125 trees planted

•	 14 sites beautified

•	 13 educational fairs

*Volunteers and in-kind donations 
saved the City over $155,976 in 
labor and supplies!
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